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Library Faculty Council Meeting Minutes
5 March 2013, 3:00 p.m., Room 218, Poynter Library
Librarians Present: Deborah Henry, Tina Neville, Patricia Pettijohn, Kaya Van Beynen, Jim
Schnur
Regrets:

Gary Austin

Guests:

None

Meeting:

Called to order at 3:12 p.m. by Patricia

Minutes:

Tina moved, and Patricia seconded, approval of the February 5 meeting minutes. Motion
passed.

Faculty Governance Reports
System Faculty Council: Patricia said that matters involving tenure and promotion received much attention.
Faculty Senate: Discussion included mention of the Students of Concerned Action Team (SOCAT), an
initiative to intervene preemptively when students have issues or suffer from challenges. The Faculty
Senate’s assessment instrument was mentioned. After the survey is opened for a set length of time, the
results shall be shared by FS to the college and library councils. There was also a discussion of tenure and
promotion issues in one college regarding whether those in the associate rank may vote on a candidate’s
promotion to full professor.
Graduate Council: Numerous course proposals and course number changes were considered, as well as a
journalism certificate and curriculum that connects food and journalism.
General Education: No report.
Distance Learning: Gary serves as chair. Meeting is forthcoming. No report.
Undergraduate Council: Jim mentioned that a meeting was scheduled for March 6 to review numerous
proposals. He also talked about an ongoing issue with a CAS faculty member who thought it was UGC’s
responsibility to gather documents. Tom Ainscough, chair of UGC and acting on behalf of the committee,
notified Dean Biafora of this matter. In a February 27 email, Dr. Noonan supported our belief that it is the
responsibility of the college and/or faculty involved in the proposals, not the UGC, to gather and present
documents in a timely manner.
Research Council: No report.
Awards Committee: Deb mentioned upcoming awards luncheon.

Old Business
Promotion Information: Members reviewed promotion information handed out prior to the meeting so that
our promotion standards could be revised to allow for earlier consideration by those coming in academic rank
from other institutions. Two specific areas in the document were discussed. In moving from Assistant to
Associate Librarian and in moving from Associate to full Librarian, there was a belief that new hires in these
ranks coming from comparable academic libraries should be able to apply for promotion after a year of
employment at our library, rather than a longer period as if they did not have that significant level of
experience. This allows new hires to receive some credit and acknowledgement for prior service, while
assuring that they have demonstrated a similar level of workload performance in their assigned duties while
employed at USFSP.

Jim MOVED that the Library Faculty Council accept the proposed change in guidelines to
allow librarians with experience at comparable academic institutions to seek promotion either
from Assistant to Associate or from Associate to full librarian rank after one year of
employment as presented. Patricia SECONDED this motion. Hearing no further discussion,
the MOTION WAS APPROVED by vote of the Council.
Annual Review: Deb, Kaya, and Jim will serve on the annual review committee, with Deb acting as chair.

Announcements
None.
Meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.
Next meeting: April 2 [Deferred until May 7].
Respectfully Submitted,
Jim Schnur
Council Secretary

